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Still returning toward the mouth of the Lake and following
the South side, at twenty leagues’ distance from the spot we
have just mentioned one enters the river called Nantounagan
[Ontonagon], in which is seen a height from which stones of
red Copper fall into the water or on the ground, and are very
easily found. Three years ago we were given a massive piece
of it, a hundred livres in weight, which was taken in this same
spot; from it we have cut off some fragments, and sent them
to Quebec to Monsieur Talon.

All do not agree as to the precise spot where it is found, some
maintaining that it is where the river begins to narrow, and
others saying that it is encountered very near the Lake, by dig-
ging in the clay. Some have said that at the place where the
River forks, and in the channel farthest to the East, on this side
of a point of land, one must dig in the rich earth to find this
Copper; and that pieces of this metal are even found scattered
in the channel which is in the middle.

Still continuing in this direction, the long point [Keweenaw]
of land presents itself which we have called the arrow of the
bow ; at its end there is only an Islet, which appears to be six
feet square, and is said to be all of copper.

Finally, not to leave any part of this great Lake that we have
not explored, we are assured that in the interior, toward the
South, mines of this metal are found in different places.

All this information and other besides, which it is not neces-
sary to give more in detail, make it worth while to undertake
an exact investigation in these matters; and that is what we
shall try to do—as also to examine a certain verdigris which is
said to run down through the crevices of certain Rocks at the
waterside, where one even finds among the pebbles some rather
soft pieces, of a pleasant green hue. If God guide us in our
enterprise, we shall speak about it next year with more cer-
tainty and knowledge.—Jes. Relations, liv, pp. 153-165.

1Jean Talon, intendant of New France from 1663 to 1668. He did
much to develop the natural resources of the country, and to extend ex-
plorations in the Northwest.—EDb.



